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Of all the countries of the world, only the  

Dominican Republic issued a set of stamps  

commemorating Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany.  

The stamps were issued in 1960 to mark the World  

Refugee Year, 1959-1960. The caption on the stamps 

reads: “Sosúa, R.D. primera colonia de refugiados en  

América,” that is, “Sosúa, Dominican Republic, First 

Settlement of Refugees in America.” The stamp  

pictured on the front cover and here is of four 

young Jewish Sosúan girls. Shown from left to right 

are: Caroline Papernik, Nomi Neumann (today Ben-

David), Susana Tauber, and Teresita Hirschfeld. The 

stamp pictured here and on the back cover features 

a panoramic view of Sosúa’s beach.
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Displays of hatred are even more obscene and denigrating than exhibitionism. I defy 

pornographers to show me a picture more vile than any of the twenty-two illustrations that 

comprise the children’s book Trau keinem Fuchs auf gruener Heid und keinem Jud bei seinem 

Eid [Don’t Trust Any Fox from a Heath or any Jew on his Oath] whose fourth edition now 

infests Bavaria. Its goal is to instill in the children of the Third Reich a distrust and animosity 

toward Jews…a veritable textbook of hatred. 

Take any page: for example, page 5. Here I find, not without justifiable bewilderment, this 

didactic poem—“The German is a proud man who knows how to work and struggle. Jews 

detest him because he is so handsome and enterprising”—followed by an equally informative 

and explicit quatrain: “Here’s the Jew, recognizable to all, the biggest scoundrel in the whole 

kingdom. He thinks he’s wonderful, and he’s horrible.”

Jorge Luis Borges, A Pedagogy of Hatred (1937)

This passage offers only one of the thousands of examples of national paranoia that had become 
standard fare in Germany with the advent of Nazism in 1933. The famous Argentine writer, Jorge Luis 
Borges, made this comment as the Nazi regime progressively consolidated its grip over the nation. 
From its inception Nazi ideology fanned the image of seeing itself as engaged in mortal combat  
with a powerful and corrupt Jewry. It would eventually proceed to make the solution of its “Jewish 
problem” the idée fixe in an otherwise sham ideology, culminating its struggle by liquidating a 
small, unarmed, relatively gifted minority of its own loyal citizens. 
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While there had already been several anti-Jewish riots, 
boycotts of Jewish-owned stores, and public Jewish  
book burnings in Germany beginning in March of 1933,  
the onslaught on German Jews became more severe  
with the enactment of the Nuremberg Laws on  
September 15, 1935. These laws legalized the status of  
Jews as second-class citizens, driving them steadily  
out from all public and professional occupations.  
The anti-Jewish poisonous Nazi-instigated  
propaganda culminated on November 9, 1938, 
Kristallnacht, when 1,000 synagogues and Jewish  
owned businesses were set on fire and looted 
throughout Germany. From its inception the Nazis 
made clear that they were on a quest for a  
solution to its “Jewish problem.” 
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Solution by annihilation was inherent in Hitler’s thinking, although plans for the systematic 

slaughter of Jews were not made until the Wannsee Conference in January 1942. The  

first phase of oppression after he became Fuehrer and Chancellor of the Third Reich, 

though marked by atrocities, was devoted primarily to ridding Germany of Jews by forced 

emigration…Hitler himself spoke facetiously about his willingness to let Jews leave ‘even  

on luxury ships’... Willing or unwilling recipients of a heavy influx of penniless refugees,  

the nations bordering the Reich were hardly able to ignore Berlin’s racial machinations,  

but across the Atlantic no such problem developed. The accident of geography coupled  

with a highly restrictive immigration law effectively curtailed the refugee flow…Henry L. Feingold, The Politics of Rescue, pp. 3, 27

There are not enough words to emphasize the fact that the Hitler regime of the late 1930s was ready  
to let Jews emigrate, if only they had where to go. The plight of Germany’s Jews worsened after the Anschluss of  
March 1938 by adding the 190,000 Jews of Austria to the refugees’ plight. 

The doors of Palestine were shut by the British administration following protests from several Arab countries not to let Jewish refugees  
in. The Latin American republics, contrary to American expectations, did not share in the US Administration’s conception of their role as a 
primary area of resettlement. Several ships laden with Jewish refugees escaping Europe, on reaching Latin American countries, were forced  
to return to their port of origin for their captains could not obtain landing permits.

Even the United States, along with all the other Western nations, kept strict immigration quotas in spite of the despair of so many  
thousands of German Jewish refugees to find a haven. Jewish reluctance to openly question the credibility of New Deal humanitarianism  
on the rescue issue contributed notably to the ominous silence that surrounded the destruction of Europe’s Jews. (Feingold, p. 8)
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Astonishingly, and to the surprise of some members of his 
own administration and European allies, it was President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt who on behalf of the United 
States announced his decision to convene an international 
conference to deal with the worsening German-Jewish  
refugee crisis. The President’s leadership role in promoting  
this conference was judged unrealistic since even if he 
personally was sympathetic to the plight of the refugees.  
It was taken for granted that he would not be able to budge 
his State Department on immigration quotas to be greater 
than those permitted by existing U.S. law. 

But Roosevelt pushed ahead with his conference plan and  
on July 6, 1938, the representatives of thirty-two nations  
met at the Hôtel Royal in Évian-les-Bains, on the French  
shore of Lake Geneva. 

DELEGATES ATTEND A  
SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON REFUGEES AT  
EVIAN-LES-BAINS 

Among those pictured are: the head of  
the US delegation, Myron C. Taylor (right), 
a personal friend of President Roosevelt 
and former head of the United States 
Steel Company and who was given 
the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary 
Plenipotentiary; James G. McDonald 
(second from right) chairman of the 
President’s Advisory Committee on 
Political Refugees; Norman Bentwich (left) 
in conversation with Henri Berenger.
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The Times was certainly on target. None of the delegates to the Conference placed any offers on the table for 
accepting refugees. Some were even critical about the Conference, pointing out that the League of Nations 
was empowered to deal with refugees. Due to pressure by the United States delegation, the only concrete 
achievement of the Conference was the creation of the Intergovernmental Committee on Political Refugees 
(IGC), charged with dealing with the crisis on a continuing basis.  

Skepticism about the kind of practical results 
that the Évian Conference would produce was 
evident from the outset. On the Sunday preceding 
the opening of the Conference The New York 
Times printed a cartoon entitled “Will the Evian 
Conference guide him to freedom?”

NEW YORK TIMES CARTOON
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About five weeks after the end of the conference at  
Évian the Reichpropagandaleitung, the Nazi Party’s 
Central Propaganda bureau, published a cartoon 
poignantly mocking the results of the Conference 
at Évian. It appeared in Parole der Woche [Word 
of the Week], (August 18-24, 1938), a weekly  
Nazi poster designed for public display often 
featuring anti-Semitic cartoons and articles.

The headline of the article asks: “What to do 
with the lost people from the House of Israel?” The other underlined 
headings read: “A Jew remains a Jew — despite the pretense of citizenship — a Jew remains a Jew, even 
if he gets baptized. What to do with the lost people from the House of Israel? Nobody in the world wants to 
have anything to do with the Jews. Jewry doesn’t deserve compassion, since it is the grave-digger of all peoples 
who give them hospitality.” “Jewish conversation after Evian: ‘Nowhere on the planet are we welcomed. The best 
would be if we would go to hell. . . The devil would surely welcome us with joy!’”

Parole der Woche
Courtesy of USHMM
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While the Parole der Woche was right in claiming that these desperate Jews were not welcome anywhere in 
the world, there was one notable exception: an unofficial offer made by the representative of the Dominican 
Republic to the IGC in London on August 4, 1938, to take in as many as 100,000 Jewish refugees. 

MAP OF DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
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The Dominican unofficial offer was confirmed about a year after Evian, in 
August 1939, by the Dominican president himself, General Rafael Leonidas 
Trujillo. Why would a Caribbean dictator of an impoverished island hardly 
known in Europe come forward with such an unusual offer when every other 
nation turned its back? A number of reasons have been offered. While none 
of them alone may offer an explanation, all of them together may add up in 
order to understand Trujillo’s beneficence.

• There was a black strain in Trujillo’s family through an ancestor’s marriage 
with a Haitian woman. This mixture of blood became a thorn in his life and 
he became ever more bent on “whitening” the country and returning it to 
its original Spanish sources. White Jewish German and Austrian refugees 
would contribute to “whitening” the Republic’s population.

• A year before Evian, in 1937, Trujillo had ordered a murderous attack on 
some twelve to fifteen thousand Haitian blacks on the Dominican border. 
These Haitians would annually cross the border between the two countries 
— since they share the island of Hispaniola — to cut sugar cane, the 
country’s main industry. Many reasons were offered for Trujillo’s massacre. 
In order to whitewash the crime that had received such unfavorable 
international notoriety, particularly in the United States, he tried to 
refurbish his name with the image of a benevolent humanitarian ready to 
grant shelter to destitute refugees.   

• Two issues affected Trujillo’s relationship with the United States: the sugar 
quota and American control over Dominican customs. By coming forth to 
help the refugees Trujillo felt that he could exert pressure on Congress for 
more favorable trade arrangements.

• Although Trujillo did not subject the Jewish refugees to an entry fee or  
tax, he trusted that they would bring economic benefits to the country.

• Trujillo, it is claimed, had a genuinely warm feeling for Jews for an entirely 
personal reason. It is said that when his daughter Flor de Oro attended 
school in Paris between 1930-1932, she was snubbed by all her schoolmates 
with one exception: a Jewish girl who befriended her and drew close 
to her. When this girl got married, Trujillo expressed his gratitude to 
her by presenting to the newly wed couple a tobacco plantation in the 
Dominican Republic. 



Five months after Trujillo’s formal offer to accept the Jewish refugees, on January 30, 1940 an “Agreement” was signed between  
the Trujillo government and DORSA (Dominican Republic Settlement Association). (DORSA was conceived by the Joint 
Distribution Committee [JDC]). The Palacio Nacional — the seat of government — was the setting of the signing. Present among  
the more than one hundred people were representatives of the Intergovernmental Committee for Political Refugees 
established in Evian, members of the United States State Department, New York Jewish lawyer James N. Rosenberg, architect  
of the DORSA-Dominican Republic refugees settlement agreement, as well as General Trujillo himself. 

SIGNING OF AGREEMENT
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VISA OF ALBERT NUSSBAUM

This picture is an example of the many visas issued by 
the Director General of Immigration in the Dominican 
Republic granting permission to Jewish refugees to 
enter the country. It belongs to Albert Nussbaum, born 
in Monneren, Luxembourg in 1898. Albert played a 
prominent role in the Luxembourg Jewish community 
until his departure in the fall of 1940, when the Nazis 
invaded Luxembourg. He went to Lisbon, Portugal, and 
with the help of the JDC he arrived in the Dominican 
Republic in January, 1942.
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Five months following the signing of this 
agreement, in May 1940, the first group of 
settlers, thirty-seven adults and one smuggled-
in baby, arrived in Sosúa directly from Germany. 
This then sleepy town is located on the northern 
coast of the Dominican Republic in the province 
of Puerto Plata. The property of about 26,685 
acres, an abandoned banana plantation, belonged 
to President Trujillo himself. Trujillo had offered 
the plantation as a gift but DORSA prevailed upon 
him to accept their stock in return for his land. 
Rather than present the settlers with land as a gift, 
DORSA preferred to have them undertake to repay 
the investment made on their behalf over a period 
of time. With the arrival of these refugees, Sosúa 
became the only town in the world settled entirely 
by Jews fleeing the Holocaust. The world’s press 
soon echoed this unique and unequaled enterprise.



The Dominican Republic government’s plan for Sosúa’s new immigrants was 
conceived from its inception to encourage and promote the development of 
agriculture. Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay had already established colonies 
of Jewish farmers in the early 1900’s for Jews fleeing Czarist pogroms. Even 
the Dominican Republic’s own liberal General Gregorio Luperón (1839-97), 
had promoted the idea of settling Jews who were fleeing persecution from 
several East European states in Santo Domingo. 

But neither the Jews who were part of earlier immigrations to Latin 
America nor those who arrived to Sosúa had any agricultural experience or  
the mechanical training and skills needed for the self-contained community 
they were about to mold. Most of the refugees who were chosen to go to  
Sosúa — desperate to leave Europe — had made claim to non-existent 
agricultural backgrounds. Indeed, early reports about Sosúa’s successes in 
agriculture reflect the settlers’ actual inexperience.

FIRST MEETING WITh SETTLERS

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 t
he

 A
JJD

C

15



SETTLERS’  
DINING ROOM

Like farmer-refugees in 
Palestine, Sosúa’s  
settlers were faced with 
disease, poor crops and 
hostile weather. Originally,  
the settlement followed 
the pattern of an Israeli 
kibbutz-style arrangement, 
even though none of them 
considered themselves 
“socialists.” Even meals 
were served in a communal 
setting during the early 
years of settlement.

16
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After this societal model failed proving not to be economically viable, an agricultural expert was 
brought from Palestine. In 1944, under his guidance, the commune switched from a kibbutz structure 
to that of a moshav, allowing individuals to own property. Eventually, from farming the settlers turned 
to private dairy farming and meat production, utilizing cooperative marketing techniques. Within a  
few short years of its establishment, Sosúa became a profitable and self-sufficient venture. 

SETTLER AT WORK
Courtesy of the AJJDC
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A DORSA “ORIGIN OF SETTLERS” IN A SOSúA MAP DATED JANUARY, 1941, LISTS THEM AS FOLLOWS:
Austria, 115; Germany, 96; Czechoslovakia, 17; Poland, 9; Hungary, 8; Switzerland, 2; Russia, 2; Lithuania, 1; Romania, 1; Lettland (Latvia), 1. 
Most came from urban centers, representing such diverse professions as textile merchants, artists, cobblers, carpenters, tailors, lawyers, 
import-export traders, printers, construction workers and engineers. They included an accomplished pianist, Felix Bauer, a student of 
Alban Berg’s, and the child prodigy violinist Judith Kibel (the daughter of Leon Boker, Minister of Social Welfare in Bela Kun’s ephemeral 
Soviet Hungarian Republic), who went to work peeling potatoes in Sosúa’s communal kitchen. Several settler groups arrived in Sosúa, 
with the final group of about 90 Jewish refugees reaching the settlement in 1947. Most of these were German Jews who had escaped to 
Shanghai, China. They had left China for the Dominican Republic to escape from the advancing Communist armies of mainland China.
 All the Jewish settlers in Sosúa had to overcome the difficulties and frustrations of all new immigrants having to deal with a new 
language, a new culture, new local customs and cuisine, and weather patterns so radically different from those in Europe. Their condition 
was aggravated by their refugee status, having forsaken everything they left behind, and particularly family members they knew they 
would never see again.
 And yet they forged ahead creating a framework to continue living in their new homeland.  While so much was different in the 
Dominican Republic from their towns and cities in Europe, the refugees found a common denominator in their love for soccer, a passion 
shared by the native population.

PLAYING SOCCER
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PANORAMIC VIEW OF SOSúA BAY AND SETTLER’S HOMES
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Leisure time could also be spent 
on the beautiful beaches of Sosúa, 

which have become a major 
tourist destination for thousands 

of North American and  
European tourists in  

search of year-round  
tropical weather.

BATHING  
ON THE  

BEACH

Courtesy of the AJJDC20
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But work was not the settlers’ only interest. In addition to sports, they promoted cultural activities, 
such as lectures, the printing of a journal and the staging of plays. In this picture we see some of Sosúa’s 
Jews staging a play. The actors are dressed in German folk dance costumes.STAGING A PLAY Courtesy of the AJJDC

21



The Sosúan Jews did not consider themselves to be “religious.” 
Nevertheless, they did celebrate the major Jewish holidays 
and festivals such as Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Purim and 
Pesach. They also built a synagogue to hold religious services. 

SYNAGOGUE INTERIOR DURING SERVICES
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Courtesy of the AJJDC
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Sosúa’s establishment did not proceed without its 
critics. Three months before the arrival of the  
FIrst Jewish refugees, the semi-monthly American 
Jewish Chronicle of March 1, 1940, printed an 
article penned by Dr. Theodore N. Lewis, “San 
Domingo [sic]— Another Biro-Bidjan?” The  
author made reference to the failed Jewish 
Autonomous Region established in the  
Soviet Far East beginning in 1928.  
(Birobidzhan’s goal had been the settling  
of Jews in agricultural settlements,  
constituting an ideological alternative to  
the Zionist idea. The Stalinist purges of  
Jews in 1936-37 and in 1948-49 put a  
rapid end to the whole idea). “Will  
San Domingo serve as a fresh 
diversion, now that Biro-Bidjan is a  
closed tragic chapter?” asked Lewis.

24
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Others were critical of the Sosúa enterprise for, they claimed, the Jews played into the hands of an 
otherwise brutal dictator who was not to be trusted. But for the Jewish settlers in Sosua, any 
discussion of Trujillo’s real motives was and still is a sterile academic pastime. Almost forty years  
after Evian, they are still appreciative of Trujillo’s assistance, for, had it not been for him, they might 
well have been counted among the Holocaust’s six million martyrs. (“The Caribbean Refuge,” 
Robert G. Weisbord & Thomas D. Morin, in Congress Monthly, Feb., 1977, Vol. 44, N. 2, p. 13).
  That is why Sosúa’s Jews would show their gratitude as in this Dominican Republic independence  
day parade when a group of settlers marched dressed in festive white suits carrying a banner: 
“Dominican Republic Settlement Association Colonia Sosúa—Puerto Plata.” While another banner 
read: Hemos encontrado una nueva patria. Siempre agradecidos compartimos el triunfo del 
Benefactor. (We have found a new homeland. Forever grateful we share in the Benefactor’s success. 
“Benefactor” was one of the many titles Trujillo took for himself.) 

SETTLERS MARCHING IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE
Courtesy of the AJJDC
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Only a fraction of the original 100,000 Jewish refugees that Trujillo had offered to accept actually 
came. About five thousand Dominican visas were extended allowing Jews to leave Europe and about 
645 Jews arrived in the Dominican Republic. The entry of the United States into the war, the growing 
perils of crossing the Atlantic, the lack of steady financial support for an indefinite period to keep 
the community growing, and the limited amount of arable land stopped immigration after 1943. Those 
who stayed in Sosúa were never discriminated against on account of their religious beliefs, and anti-
Semitism was unknown. In the course of time most of the settlers and their children relocated to the 
United States seeking better educational and professional opportunities, keeping their ties as former 
“Sosúaners.” Today, there are a few Jews left in Sosúa, a resort town. But it will always be remembered 
as a unique site in the Caribbean tropics where Jewish lives where saved in the dark Holocaust era.
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SUGGESTED READINGS

Josef David Eichen, Sosúa, una colonia hebrea en la República Dominicana
The only book-length first person account of the Jewish immigration to Sosúa and its establishment as a 
settlement for Jews fleeing Nazi Europe. There is an English translation of Eichen’s book published in 1995, 
entitled Sosúa, From Refuge to Paradise.

Henry L. Feingold, The Politics of Rescue
A comprehensive analysis about the failure of the Western nations, including the United States, to help Jews in their 
attempt to escape the Nazi onslaught in Europe.

Hyman J. Kisch, “Rafael Trujillo—‘Caribbean Cyrus’,” in Judaism, #115, Vol. 29, #3, Summer 1980, pp. 368-377
An analysis of the possible reasons that moved President Rafael Trujillo to make the Sosúa offer.

Barbara Quackenbos, Sosúa: Kol Haskhole Koshoh (Sosúa, Every Beginning is Difficult).
A senior thesis presented to the History Department, Princeton University, 1982. A good analysis of Sosúa’s beginnings 
and personal interviews with Sosúa residents.

Refugee Settlement in the Dominican Republic, The Brookings Institution, 1942
A comprehensive study by a research organization, the conclusion of which was that Sosúa could not possibly absorb 
the number of immigrants originally projected

Mark Wischnitzer, “The Historical Background of the Settlement of Jewish Refugees in Santo Domingo,” in 
Jewish Social Studies, Vol. IV, N. 1, January, 1942
A useful study about the background of pre-Sosúa plans to settle Jews in the Dominican Republic.

VIDEO
“Sosua: Haven in the Caribbean”
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